Annual reports of the selectmen, treasurer, collector, clerk, highway agents, school board and trustees of trust funds of the town of Lee, New Hampshire, for the year ending December 31, 1953. by Lee Town Representatives
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TOWN WARRANT
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Lee, in the County
of Strafford in said State, qualified to vote in Toirn
Affairs: (L. S.)
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall
in said Lee on Tuesday, the ninth day of March, next
at ten of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the
following subjects
:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the
year ensuing.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be neces-
sary to defray town charges for the ensuing year and
moke appropriations of the same.
3. To raise and appropriate such sums of money
as may be necessary for the maintenance of highways.
4. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of two hundreds dollars ($200.00) for
fire protection.
5. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of two thousand two hundred dollars
($2,200.00) for Old Age Assistance and Relief.
6. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) for
Lee Hook Road.
7. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of four hundred dollars ($400.00) for
the Control of White Pine Blister Rust for the year
1954.
8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of four hundred and fifty-three dollars
and eighty-four cents ($453.84) for the construction
of Class V highways under the provisions of the T. R.
A., so called. The State will contribute the sum of
three thousand twenty-five dollars and sixty-one cents
($3,025.61).
9. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of four hundred dollars ($400.00) for
the operation and maintenance of the Fire Department.
10. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of five hundred dollars ($500.00) for
an Equipment Reserve Fund.
11. To raise and appropriate for the economic ad-
vancement of the Town through publicity and promo-
tional services of the Seacoast Regional Development
Association, in cooperation with other regional com-
munities, a sum not exceeding one one-hundredth of
one percent of assessed valuation, namely fifty-five dol-
lars ($55.00).
12. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
selectmen to buy snow plow and wing and make appro-
priations for same.
13. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
selectmen to sell property acquired from tax sales.
14. To see what sum of money the Town will vote
to raise and appropriate for the care of the Town
Dump.
15. To see if the Town will vote to raise the tax
collector salary and make appropriations for same.
16. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of one hundred dollars ($100.00) for
name signs for the roads.
17. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
selectmen to hire money in anticipation of taxes.
18. To transact any other business that may le-
gally come before the meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this thirteenth day












BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF
ESTIMATES OF REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE ENSUINGYEAR JANUARY 1, 1954 TO DECEMBER 31, 195^. COMPARED WITH
Sources of Revenue
FROM STATE:




Reimbursement &/c State and Federal
lorest lands — Mt. Shaw Fire
Reimbursement a/c Exemption of
Growing- Wood and Timber




FROM LOCAL SOURCES EXCEPT TAXES:
Dog Licenses
Business Licenses Permits, and Filing Fees
Interest Received on Taxes and Deposits
(a) Highways, including rental of
equipment
(b) Lee School District
U. S. Naval Base
Lee Library balance
Eastern State refund
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
Sale of Town Propei-ty — Lumber
CASH SURPLUS
FROM LOCAL TAXES OTHER THAN
PROPERTY TAXES:
(a) Poll Taxes — Regular at $2
(b) National Bank Stock Taxes
Yield Taxes
Head Taxes
TOTAL REVENUES FROM ALL SOURCES
EXCEPT PROPERTY TAXES
AMT TO BE RAISED BY PROPERTY
TAXES
TOTAL REVENUES 20,013.84
ESTIMATED AND ACTUAL REVENUE, APPROPRIATIONS AND EX-




ESTIMATI'.D AND ACTUAL KKVENUK. AI'PROPRIATIONS








Election and ReKistration Expenses
Expenses Town Hall and Other Towti Bldgs.
Protection of Per^^ons and Property:
Police Departmtnt
Kirc Department




Health Department Includinfr Hospitals
Vital Statistics
Town Dump and Garbage Removal
Highways and Bridges :
Town Faintenance—Summer
Town Maintenance—Winter








Memorial Day and Veterans' Associations
Unclassified
:
Damasres and Legal Expenses, Including
"Dog Damage
Advertising and Regional Associations
Taxes Bought By Town
Interest
OUTLAY ON NEW CONSTRUCTION AND
PERMANENT IMPROVEMENTS
Highways and Bridges :
State Aid Construction — Town's Share
New Equipment
Payment on Principal of Debt











































































































Property taxes, current year,
1953 $31,220.76
Poll taxes, current year, reg-
ular @ $2, 1953 402.00
National bank stock taxes,
1953 10.00
Yield taxes, 1953 1,246.94
State Head taxes @ $5, 1953 1,245.00
Total current year's taxes collected and
remitted $ 34,124.70
Property taxes and Yield taxes, previous
years 1,934.77
Poll taxes, previous years, regular @ $2 50.00
State Head taxes @ $5, previous years 130.00
Interest received on taxes 65.36
Penalties on State Head taxes 14.50




For Class V highway maintenance 486.49
Interest and dividend tax 710.87
Railroad tax 22
Savings Bank tax and Building and Loan
Association tax 67.44
Reimbursement ac. State and Federal
forest lands, Mt. Shaw fire 147.00
Reimbursement ac. Exemption of Grow-
ing wood and timber 20,70
Road toll 15.60
Fighting forest fires 17.69
10
Reimbursement Head tax 4.93
From Local Sources, Except Taxes
:
Dog licenses 282.20
Business licenses, permits and filing fees 5.00
Registration of motor vehicles, 1952 per-
mits 24.58
Registration of motor vehicles, 1853 per-
mits 2,630.43
Receipts Other than Current Revenue:
Refunds, blister rust $ 1.90
Sale of town property, lumber 3,350.00
Lee library, balance appro-
priation 28.58
Lee School district, printing
reports 42.25
Town of Barrington, road
work 339.90
Eastern States, refund .09
U. S. Naval Base, combined
charities 3.00
Total receipts other than current revenue $ 3,765.72
Total receipts from all sources $44,573.01






Town officers' salaries $ 1,005.00
Town officers' expenses 538.13
Election and registration ex-
penses 70.00
Expenses town hall and other
11
town buildings 33.89






Paid on temporary loans in
anticipation of taxes 47.25
Total interest payments $ 47.25
Indebtedness
:
Payments on temporary loans
in anticipation of taxes 3,000.00
Total indebtedness payments $ 3,000.00
Payments to Other Governmental
Divisions
:




Taxes paid to county 2,137.16
Payments to school districts
(1952 tax $11,763.05)
(1953 tax $8,263.95) 20,000.00
Total payments to other governmental
divisions $23,255.02
Total payments for all purposes $38,155.28
Cash on hand December 31, 1953 25,830.21
Grand total $63,985.49
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in
this report was taken from official records and is com-
plete to the best of our knowledge and belief.





FLORENCE F. CALDWELL, Treasurer.
SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Town Hall, land and buildings $ 3,500.00
Furniture and equipment 25.00
Libraries, furniture and equipment 500.00
Fire department, lands and buildings 3,500.00
Equipment 1,000.00
Highway Department, equipment 6,500.00
Schools, land and buildings 4,000.00
Equipment 1,500.00
All lands and buildings acquired through
tax collector's deeds 3,000.00
Total
14
Less soldiers' exemptions 30,600.00
Net valuation on which tax rate is com
15
Motor vehicle fees 2,100.00
Dog licenses 250.00
Business licenses and permits 6.00
Cash surplus 2,400.00
Total revenues and credits
16
N. H. Tax Collectors Association, dues 3.00
N. H. Town Clerks Association, dues 2,00
U. S. Truck Guide 7.00
Brown and Saltmarsh, supplies 1.34
James B. Griffin, officers' bonds 86.56
Officers attending meetings 83.10
Strafford National Bank, deposit box 3.00
Edson C. Eastman, supplies 27.75
Sargent Bros., tax bills 20.10
Header's Flower Shop, spray, A. J. Thomp-
son 10.00




Ballot clerks $ 20.00
Geo. J. Foster Company, 300 ballots 7.00
Jeremiah Smith Grange, election dinners 15.00
Herman A. Randall, supervisor 12.00
John M. Conlon, supervisor 12.00
John M. Conlon, check lists 4.00
$70.00
TOWN HALL AND OTHER BUILDINGS
Melvin Crouse, flag rope
Ernest W. Menter, janitor
POLICE




George A. Bennett, warden, Rochester
meeting $ 9.24
George A. Bennett, warden, Nottingham
meeting 25.14
Robert D. Willey, labor and parts 15.96
George A. Bennett, warden, fire at Wheel-
wright 60.50
Lee Volunteer Fire Department, reserve 500.00




Herman B. Keniston $ 366.80
SNOW FENCE
Herman B. Keniston $ 233.00
BRIDGES
Herman B. Keniston $ 47.00
Oliver Kennard, 1464 ft. 4-in. plank $ 95.16
19
TOWN POOR
Direct relief, medical and supplies $ 734.50
MEMORIAL DAY
Dover Veterans' Council, flags $ 10.00
ADVERTISING AND REGIONAL ASSOCIATIONS
Seacoast Region $ 55.00
TAXES BOUGHT BY TOWN
Taxes bought by town $ 150.37
UNCLASSIFIED
George J. Foster, reports, notices
R. Carl Sanders, reimbursement, Head tax
Anna M. Morin, transfer cards and deed
Inez E. Bennett, reimbursement Head tax
George A, Bennett, warden, Mt. Shaw fire
Seavey Hardware Corp, padlock, chain
Arthur Wiggin, sign for town dump
Fred Saulnier, town dump
Ernest W. Menter, labor, town dump




State of New Hampshire, T. R. A. $ 446.83
TEMPORARY LOAN




Leo Cormier, county treasurer, tax $ 2,137.16
HEAD TAX




Town officers' salaries $ 1,005.00
Town officers expenses 538.13
Election and registration 70.00




Damage by dogs 40.52
Health department 10.00
General Expenses of Highway department 220.88
Library 228.58












Advertising and Regional Associations
22
Lee School District, printing reports
23
Less fees for dog licenses 21.80
$ 2,942.21
Paid treasurer for auto permits $ 2,655.01
Paid treasurer for dog licenses 282.20





Property, Poll and Yield Taxes
LEVY OF 1953
Dr.




National bank stock taxes 10.00
Total warrant
24
National bank stock taxes
26
Balance of unredeemed taxes
January 1, 1953 $ 10.94
Interest collected after sale .25
Total debits $150.62 $ 10.94
Cr.
Remittances to treasurer
during year $ 54.36
Unredeemed taxes at close of
year 96.26 $ 10.94
Total credits $150.62 $ 10.94
UNREDEEMED TAXES FROM TAX SALES
On Account of Levies of:
1952 1951
Clark, Perley $ 83.33
Lamb, Robert 12.93 $ 10.94
$ 96.26 $ 10.94
The foregoing is a correct list of all money paid
treasurer during the fiscal year of 1953, to the best of
my knowledge and belief.
INEZ E. BENNETT,
Tax Collector.
STATE HEAD TAX, LEVY OF 1952
Dr.




Uncollected taxes as per collector's list:
Poll taxes 2.00
Total credits $ 2,092.09
LEVY OF 1951
Uncollected poll taxes as of Jan. 1, 1953 $ 6.00
Abatements made during year 6.00




Literary Guild Book Club, books 24.00
Sears Readers Club, books 1.13
Elizabeth George, librarian 40.00
Fred A. Chapman, substitute 10.00
Ernest W. Menter, janitor 25.00
$ 213.67
Cash on hand, January 1, 1954 $ 14.91






NEW BOOKS FOR LIBRARY— 1953
The Bright Battalions
My Pride, My Folly
The Emperor's Lady
April Snow
The Case of the Smoking Chimney





Bond of the Flesh
Round the Corner in Jay Street




The Singer, Not the Song
Beyond This Place
29
Readers Digest Condensed Books
The Fields of Home
The Short Novels of John Steinbeck
Only Parent
The Unconquered
The Old Man of the Sea
The Red and Black
Nature I Love
Star Money




















Good Morning, Young Lady





Life Among the Savages
Splendor of God
Lord Vanity






Fortune Is a Woman






Books have also been given to the Library by Mrs.
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Financial Report for 1953
Overation and Maintenance Fund
Receipts
Balance, Jan. 1, 1953 $ 289.50







contributions, are served at each meeting.
Every able-bodied man in town is welcome to mem-
bership. Dues are two dollars a year, of which one
goes for refreshments, and one for insurance. Applica-
tion for membership may be made to any officer of the
department.
Fire Department officers for 1954 are
:
Chief, Lloyd Stevens, Newmarket, 56-2.
First Deputy, Samuel Taylor, Newmarket, 328-13.
Second Deputy, Everett Sackett, Dover 293-14.
Captain, Melvin Crouse, Newmarket, 328-12.
Secretarj^-Treasurer, Kenneth O'Loane, Newmarket,
328-5.
Directors: Robert Keniston, Newmarket, 65-12; Carl
Sanders, Newmarket, 61-14; Charles Piper, Epping,
2464.
The telephone company has agreed upon a special
ring in case of fire. Effective Jan. 1, 1954, the ring
is to be one long — about five seconds, so as to be defi-
nitely longer than a ring for central — on either New-
barket 328, or Dover 293. If central in Newmarket
is called she will also inform Dover, and vice versa.
Durham and Epping centrals will both send the call to
Newmarket and Dover.
In reporting a fire, be sure to tell the operator where
the fire is. Some confusion has arisen with people on






We have examined the accounts of the Selectmen,
Treasurer, Tax Collector, Road Agent, Trustees of
the Trust Funds, Library Trustees, Town Clerk and the
Treasurer of the Lee Volunteer Fire Department and
find them correct.
AARON W. CHADBOURN, Jr.,
JOHN M. CONLON,
Auditors.
SUMMARY OF TIMBER YIELD TAX REIM-
BURSEMENT ACCOUNT, TOWN OF LEE
Yield taxes assessed, 1953 $ 2,152.50
Tax loss 1953 a/c exemption
growing wood and timber 869.73
Excess 1953 yield taxes over 1953 tax loss $ 1,282.77
Reimbursement by State a 'c tax loss
prior years* 135.72
Amount to be retained in town treasury
as reserve against future tax loss $ 1,147.05

















EVERETT B. SACKETT, 1954
SAMUEL F. TAYLOR, 1955






AARON W. CHADBOURN, Jr. GUY W. ANGELL
REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT
OF SCHOOLS
To the School Board and Citizens of Lee :
Beginning July 1, 1954, the present school district of
Lee will become united with Durham and Madbury
in the new Oyster River Cooperative School District,
No. 2, part of the Supervisory Union No. 56. De-
tails of the reorganization are given in the school
board's report. Lee thus becomes a pioneer in an edu-
cational movement that will be the pattern for other
groups of towns in New Hampshire.
For this year, the schools in Lee have been able to
accommodate only five grades, as follows:
Town Hall School, Mrs. Mina M. Sanders, teacher;
Grade I, 14 pupils; Grade II, 17 pupils; Total 31
Center School, Mrs. Harriett H. Cross, teacher;
Grade III, 12 pupils ; Grade IV. 10 ; Grade V, 10
;
Total 32
Music, Mr. Frederick A. Johnson
Nurse-Teacher, Miss Myrtle Fletcher
Physical Education. Mrs. Ruth A. Hollowav
Total 63
Tuition pupils attending outside include the follow-
ing:
I V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII Total
Durham 1112 5
Dover 1 14 17
Epping 111 3
Newmarket 7666851 39
Total 128886 10 92 54
Expected to enter Grade I in September:
1954 12 1957 16
1955 12 1958 15
1956 .... 14
40
1952-1953 Honorable Me7ition Perfect Attendance
Mary Strachan
During the past 25 years that I have been your
superintendent, Lee has progressed from three one-
room "rural" schools of eight grades each to a system
wherein each grade will have a teacher of its own, you
will have a voice in managing your own high school,
and your children will have the benefit of those advan-
tages which only cooperative effort can provide. To
all the devoted school board members, faithful teachers,
conscientious school district officers and employees, so-
licitous parents, willing taxpayers, and young people
who have grown up in the schools for the last quarter
of a century, may I express my warm personal regards
and gratitude for your helpfulness and patience. May





REPORT OF SCHOOL BOARD
As on July 1, 1954, Lee becomes part of the Oyster
River Cooperative School District, the school year
1953-54 is the last for the operation of the Lee School
District. From a sentimental point of view it is sad to
see the district merge with neighboring towns. The
superior educational advantages which the new school
will offer will, on the other hand, be warmly welcomed.
It being unnecessary to provide for 1954-55, no an-
nual school meeting is needed for the Lee School Dis-
trict this spring, barring some unforseen emergency.
41
The citizens of Lee should, however, take full advan-
tage of their right to participate in the annual meeting
of the Oyster River Cooperative District.
As provided by law, a budget hearing for the Coop-
erative District will have been before March 1. The
proposed budget will be posted in each of the three
town making up the district. Final action on the bud-
get will be taken at the Cooperative District annual
meeting, to be held sometime between March 1 and
April 20.
In the future, after it is in full operation, it is the
intention of the Cooperative School Board to publish
an annual report to be circulated with the town reports.




FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE LEE
SCHOOL DISTRICT
For the Year Beginning July 1, 1952, and
Ending July 30, 1953
RECEIPTS








Salaries, district officers $ 206.00
Share of superintendent's salary 211.88
42
State supervisory tax 204.00
Other administrative salaries 74.66
Supplies and expense 123.15
Instruction
Teachers' salaries $ 5,494.09
Expenses of instruction 453.42
Operation of School Plant
Janitor service $ 288.00
Fuel, lights, supplies 710.45
Repairs and replacements 158.05
Auxiliary Agenc:
48
Federal school lunch aid
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